
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Next meeting: April 23, 2009 
 
 
Time: 10:00am – 1:00pm 
    
     
Speaker/Speakers: Brian Giannini, Stericycle 
 
 
Topic: Crisis Management 
 
 
Location: SWISS Dairy, 12171 Madera Way, Riverside, CA 92503 
 
 
Lunch will be provided. 
 
 

RSVP: Thilde Peterson at: thilde.peterson@waypharm.com,  by April 9th 
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By Erwin R. Dela Fuente:  The first speaker, Susan E.M. Selke holds 
a Ph.D and is a professor and acting director for the School of 
Packaging at Michigan State University.   Why is it important to 
recycle?  For one, recycling minimizes adverse environmental impacts 

of waste.  Recycling 
involves processing used 
materials into new products 
in order to prevent waste of 
potentially useful materials, 
reduce the consumption of 
fresh raw materials, reduce 
energy usage, and reduce 
air and water pollution by 
decreasing the need for 
waste disposal. (1) 
 According to the 
EPA website, Americans 

generated about 251 million tons of trash and 
recycled 82 million tons of materials in 2006.  In 
2007, Americans generated about 254 million tons 
of trash, and recycled and composted 85 million 
tons of these materials. (2, 3)  

Our trash or municipal solid wastes (MSW) are common 
items that are 
part of our daily 
lives.  These 
MSWs will 
either end up in 
a landfill or in a 
recycling center 
to be made into a 
new product for 
consumer use.  
These materials 
that are trashed 
or recycled are 
your common 
items that range 
from packaging, 
food scraps, 
grass clippings, 
old sofas, 
computers, 
hazardous or 

construction waste, ECT. 
In 2007, of all MSWs, 54% were discarded and 33.4% were 

recovered.  Auto batteries were recycled the most at a rate of 99.2%.  
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This was due to the high rate of lead recovery from lead-acid 
batteries, and continues to be one of the most recovered products.  
Steel cans came in second at a rate of 64.3%, followed by yard 
trimmings, then paper & paperboards. (3) 
 Recycling has continued to expand through the years and 
the landfills continue to decrease, although the average landfill size 
has increased through the years.  With the future ahead of us, the 
amount of trash will continue to grow with an increasing population.  
As concerned citizens, what can you do to help reduce, reuse, and 
recycle?  You can start by going to the EPA website (www.epa.gov).  
The website offers valuable information that you may not know 
about recycling and other environmental topics, such as tips on 
conserving, how to get involved, current technology, and other 
useful tools.   

What can you do now?  Recycle used electronics.  
Currently, stores like Best Buy provide a drop box for items such as 
old cell phones, rechargeable batteries, old computers, ink-jet 
cartridges, and other electronics.  Old electronics in working 
conditions can be donated, so don’t dump it!  If you’re not already 
recycling paper, plastics, glass bottles, and aluminums, do so!  Most 
communities, malls, parks, and other places have bins for recycling 
these types of items.  If the items have a recycling symbol, don’t 
trash it, recycle it!  Contributing to the cause helps our environment 
reduce air and water pollution, which contributes to global warming.  
The ultimate benefits from recycling are cleaner land, air, water, and 
overall better health, and a more sustainable economy. (3)   
 Second speaker, Rudy Westervelt is the President of Power 
in Learning, a consulting firm with over 30 years of “hands on” 
experience.  Food is distributed all over the world.  How would one 
trace the origin of a jar of jelly purchased in the U.S, but produced in 

China, or Japan, or even 
Australia?  The answer can be 
simple has as, “to have a global 
traceability program!”  Easier said 
than done, but let’s look at why 
one should be able to trace the 
origin of a certain product.  A 
recall program (traceability 
program) protects the company, 
the industry, and instills 
confidence in the minds of a 
nation.  If properly in place, a 
company can use their recall 
program to withdraw all products 

in question and minimize the chaos that can cause major problems, 
which may hurt consumers, the industry, and the company in 
question due to the recall, as well as other companies tied to the 
product.   
 There are several methods of tracking, one archaic way is 
by pen and paper, just my opinion, tracking products by pen and 
paper is very archaic, especially in a world full of powerful 
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computers and electronics that can support extensive recall program 
software.  There are tracking software available, but without a person 
to actually use it correctly, then what is it good for?  Majority of 
companies have a recall program, but not every company utilizes the 
same product coding, which varies from company to company.       
 Standardizing the recall program may be the answer.  What 
would we want in a system?  Uniformity, so every company would 
be familiar with one type of tracking system.  A system that is low 
cost and a onetime investment, so companies can afford this type of 
system.  The system must be able to identify the problem sources 
and the end products quickly.  Not, but not least, to have the system 
accepted and trusted by the industry, regulatory groups, and the 
consumers.   
 The program would utilize unique identifiers, for example a 
7 digit code that would be used to identify a product’s country of 
origin, company, machine line, code date, hours and minutes.  This 
code would be universal and be implemented by all industries.  The 
program must fit the current packaging and technology, have a 
secure registration, formatted to enter any information easily, covers 
all food industries, have a controlled access to search, and have just 
enough information for the maximum output. 

Let’s get started! I’m on board, but unfortunately there are 
many road blocks at the moment.  A registration would need to be 
created.  Funds are needed for the pilot project.  Support from 
everyone, from the entire industry, regulatory groups, and everyone 
must be on board or the program doesn’t work.  If you would like 
more information about any of these subjects, please log on to 
www.foodtrace.org, www.yourfoodsafety.blogspot.com, and/or 
www.epa.gov.   
By Margaret Burton: Lieutenant Commander John Urban spoke 
to the SCAFP group on November 12.  He reported on the FDA 
protection plan and what is being done.  The FDA is faced with 
increasing raw imports which now make up 60% of our food supply.  
Fifteen percent of our overall food supply is imported.  The FDA is 
challenged by the number and variety of products.  They are most 
concerned about intentional contamination.  The economy is 
precipitating even more imports because of cost.  Communication is 
the key to disseminating information but is difficult to deliver.  The 
FDA has been reactive rather than proactive in their approach out of 
necessity.  The 2007 plan was prevention, intervention and response.  
See the links provided on the left column for the complete plan.  The 
new plan is to promote increased responsibility and to build safety 
from the start.  They are looking for new legislative authority to 
protect the US from contaminated imports.  They are looking for 
more inspectors to improve detection.  They are working on an FDA 
accreditation program and an electronic import certificate to increase 
safety.  They are seeking to make the now voluntary recall system 
into a mandatory recall system.  Their improved import plan includes 
provisions pertaining to food safety, including pet food.  See the link 
provided on the left column for further reading.  This file also 
includes information under Title IX.  On December 11, 2007 the 
FDA filed a US Memorandum of Agreement.  The next steps are to 
develop and implement the plan.  The FDA realizes the need for a 
new approach.  They also realize they need partnerships to help with 
the issues.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A link to Title IX and Title X of the FDA 
http://www.fda.gov/ohrms/dockets/ac/08/slides/2008-
4347s1-04.pdf (the last slide for Title X))   
 
 
A link to the work done to get a new program to ensure 
food safety. 
http://www.importsafety.gov/report/strategicframework/i
ndex.html 
 
 
Overview of the Bioterrorism Act 
http://www.cfsan.fda.gov/~comm/vltbtac5.html 
 
 
General food safety issues 
http://www.foodsafety.gov/ 
 
 
Overview of the import program 
http://www.fda.gov/ora/import/ora_import_system.html 
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Editor notes:  Realistically, the FDA is the verification 
step in a HACCP plan.  They cannot possibly inspect 
safety into products.  It is up to food safety professionals 
like us to manage the risk.   
�

���������+,,5����������������
����������
���
��
!������������
�<>>�����������;C�����������
�
����������������
��
����5�
��������0���
$�����������
�������!��������
����������
��
�����������!�����'���
�����������������
#���������0����!���������		��������������=�$�
����������B������+�5,,����

�����������������
�
����
���!�����������
�����������������0�������

������������

������������	��

�
��������
�������������



 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION FOR FOOD PROTECTION 

 
 
Dues are $10 per year.  The year is from time of first application for 12 months.  
This can be paid directly to SCAFP or included in your IAFP dues.  You do not 
need to be a member of IAFP to be a member of SCAFP. 
*This information will not be shared with anyone outside of SCAFP. 
 
Name            
 
Address           
 
City, State, Zip          
 
E-mail Address          
 
Phone #     Fax #      
 
Company     Job Title     
 
Work #     
 
Are you an IAFP member   Yes   No 
 
 
 
Send completed applications along with $10 to: 
 
Marty Gushwa 
$��.�����
��
7;+7�$�
���&�������	��
&���#�	�������#�5,,9<�
79,:+->:;<><�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sources 
 

1. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/recycling  
 

2. http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/nonhaz/municipal/pubs/msw06.pdf 
 

3. http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/nonhaz/municipal/pubs/msw07-fs.pdf 
 

4. http://www.powerinlearning.com/ 


